
1

Climate Justice -
Sustainability 

Dr. Tania McKey
Sr. Director of Humanities



MATTERS
School facilities have a direct impact on:

Student and staff health

WHERE WE LEARN Academic achievement

Environmental resources

Property values

















Conceptual/Theoretical Framework
United States Department of Education  Green 
Ribbon Schools Award (ED-GRS) Framework, 

(2011)

Whole School Sustainability (WSS)  Framework
(Barr, Cross & Dunbar, 2014)  

Ecological Democracy Whole School 
Sustainability (Kensler, 2012)



Three Pillars of ED-GRS
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USDOE, Green Ribbon 
Award (ED-GRS) Framework

• Pillar 1:  Reducing environmental impact and costs; 
• Pillar 2:  Improving health and wellness; and 
• Pillar 3:  Providing effective environmental and 

sustainability education.  



ED-GRS 2012 - 2020
Year Schools District Post-Sec Total
2012 78 N/A N/A 78

2013 64 14 N/A 78

2014 48 9 N/A 57

2015 58 9 14 81

2016 47 15 11 73

2017 45 9 9 63

2018 45 6 6 57

2019 35 14 4 53

2020 39 11 5 55

Totals 459 87 49 595
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Whole School Sustainability (WSS)
❖ Organizational Culture

Vision and Mission Alignment
Interdepartmental Learning
Catalytic Communication

❖ Physical Place
Engaging & Active3 Design
Progressive Efficiency
Healthy Systems

❖ Educational Program
Charismatic Leadership
Connection to Place
Student Powered



HIGH level of practice of
Ecological 
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Ecological 
Principles
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Bureaucracy

Greener 
Bureaucracy

Figure 2. Theoretical framework integrating ecology and democracy. The dotted lines emphasize the indistinct nature of the four categories of 
schools: Machine Bureaucracy, Democratic Administration, Green Bureaucracy, and Ecological Democracy. 

Community



Ecological Democracy for Whole School 
Sustainability (ED-WSS) (Kensler, 2012)

• Six Ecological Principles
• Development
• Network, Partnerships and Diversity
• Dynamic Balance
• Nested Systems
• Cycles
• Solar Energy and Flows



ED-WSS
10 Democratic Principles

• Fairness and 
Dignity

• Purpose and 
Vision

• Integrity
• Reflection and 

Evaluation
• Accountability

• Individual and 
Collective

• Dialogue and 
Listening

• Decentralization
• Transparency
• Choice



National Examples of 
Sustainability Policies

Baltimore Public Schools, MD
Howard County Public Schools, MD

Seattle Public Schools, WA
Austin Independent School, TX

San Francisco Unified School District, CA
San Diego Unified School District, CA

(All are uploaded in the Google Folder)



Baltimore Public Schools – Sustainability Plan

• Develop environmental literate students
• Create healthy school environments
• Reduce and conserve natural resources
• Improve school green spaces
• Engage school communities
• Build student leadership





SFUSD Sustainability Pillars

Carbon Neutrality
Water Resilience

Zero Waste
Sustainable Transportation

Connection to Nature
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