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ODOT’s plans for Harriet 
Tubman Middle School



Tubman (Eliot School) predates I-5



No More Freeway Expansions Coalition

ODOT’s Plan:   
Move I-5 closer to Tubman



ODOT plan 
obtained by  

public records request, 
2020



Tubman Property Line



ODOT Take 
ODOT takes Tubman property



22 foot tall noise walls



Peer Review:  Move Noise 
Wall Closer to Tubman



No More Freeway Expansions Coalition

Busier roads = lower 
achievement

Jennifer Heissel, Claudia Persico, David Simon, Does pollution drive achievement? The effect of traffic 
pollution on academic performance. NBER Working Paper No. 25489.



Tubman students

Two-thirds  
children of color

Three quarters  
non-Hispanic white

Half are on FRPL

Median income  
$82,000



ODOT is really building  
a 160 foot wide roadway,  

enough for a ten lane freeway

But they examined the  
traffic impacts of just six lanes.



Undisclosed ODOT plans
obtained by FOIA &

public records request,
2021



How ODOT highways 
decimated Albina



1948

1948:  Albina Before Freeways



ODOT builds Highway 99W/Interstate Avenue (1951)

BeforeBefore Initial Demolition (1951)



1948

1951:  Oregon State  
Highway Department  
builds Highway 99W  

 along Willamette River 

Interstate Avenue was  
an extension of “Harbor Drive” 



Interstate 5 slashes through Albina, 1962





1962

1962:  Oregon State  
Highway Department builds  

Interstate 5



Fremont Bridge Ramps 1973





Courtesy Alan Rudwick, Eliot Neighborhood Association



`1975

1975:  Oregon State  
Highway Department builds  

Fremont Bridge  
 

Bridge includes 1/3 rd mile  
of unfinished  

“Prescott Freeway”



`1975

Three Decades of ODOT 
Highway Building Divides 

the Neighborhood  
 

Albina Now Looks Like This



1948

Here’s all the land 
that was destroyed 

by ODOT 
freeways between 

1951 and 1973 

(1948 base image shown)



1948

Here’s all the land 
that was destroyed 

by ODOT 
freeways between 

1951 and 1973 

(1948 base image shown)



Albina

Census tracts 22 & 23






